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“Shed Your Coat” with Your Dog at Rocklands Arlington 
 

Patio Officially Opens on April 19 with Pig-and-Oyster Roast to Benefit  
Doorways for Women and Families  

 
ARLINGTON, VA (March 8, 2012) – The back patio at Rocklands Barbeque and Grilling 
Company in Arlington is a popular summer spot, especially on Thursday nights when it 
hosts “Doggy Yappy Hour” for pooches and their people to drink and eat together. On 
Thursday, April 19, from 5:00 to 8:00 pm, Rocklands will kick off patio season with a special 
Doggy Yappy Hour to benefit Doorways for Women and Families. Two-legged guests will 
“shed” their (clean) winter coats into donation boxes, then mingle on the patio munching on 
pork pulled from a whole roast pig and fresh oysters roasted over a wood fire while drinking 
happy hour specials from the bar. 
 
“We have a great time hosting this event for Doorways, which does so much good in our 
community,’” said Brad Yoder, general manager of Rocklands Arlington. “We’ve got our 
finger crossed for warm weather: Human and canine fans of our patio are only too ready to 
be back outside.” 
 
“We’re seeing dramatic increases in the demand for services for homeless families and 
survivors of domestic violence, so Doorways is thrilled to be partnering for a fourth year 
with Rocklands,” said Caroline Jones, Doorways’ Executive Director.  “We appreciate the 
deep connection people have with their pets, which is exemplified by the fact that Doorways 
is one of the few domestic violence programs in the country to have a kennel for survivors’ 
pets.  We are grateful to Rocklands for providing such a great venue for our animal-loving 
community members to show their support!” 
 
Tickets to the event are $20, and may be purchased through the Doorways for Women and 
Families website (https://doorways.ejoinme.org/shedyourcoats12) or at the door if still available. 
Ticket price covers the food and one raffle ticket; additional raffle tickets can be purchased 
for $5. Space is limited to the first 150 guests. 
 
In addition to collecting winter coats, Rocklands is encouraging outrageous tipping for the 
bartenders, as all cash proceeds will go to support Doorways for Women and Families. 
Coats will go to St. Luke’s. 
 
The event will be held rain or shine; in the event of inclement weather, two-legged guests 
will move inside and four-legged guests will—sadly—have to stay home. Rocklands 
Arlington is located near Virginia Square Metro station (Blue and Orange lines); the 38B 
bus stops in front of the restaurant; and there is off-street and on-street parking available. 
 
Founded in 1990, Rocklands Barbeque and Grilling Company serves traditional wood-fired barbeque. Rocklands 

can be found at four locations – in Washington DC, Alexandria, Arlington and Rockville – and is known for 
catering all around the region. For more information please visit our website at www.rocklands.com. 
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